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Itis an honor to be a member of the second generation of students
to graduate from the Ph. D. Program in Empowerment Informatics.
The interdisciplinary focus of the program has allowed me to learn
many new things; robotics and media arts being just two of the
topics which | have explored in depth. My activities as part of this
program have not only taken me to Japan, but also to Austria, The
Netherlands, The United States, China, Hong Kong and France. For
new students joining the program, | recommend to work hard but
to not forget that these are probably the last few years of your life
as a student and you should hence try to enjoy every moment.
Being a member of a young and growing program was not always
easy, but nothing worth in life is easy. | am looking forward to
representing my alma mater in the future. Thanks to all the faculty
and staff who have shepherded us throughout the years.
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Studying at Empowerment Informatics was very challenging and
exciting. | have expanded my knowledge while working on projects
together with people from different fields than my own. | am very
grateful that | had the opportuntiy working and learning from a very
prominent scientists and engineers. Now | am excited to work on
new projects where | will be able to take advantage of newly
acquried knowledge and experiences gained at Empowerment
Informatics PhD. program.
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All of us at the Empowerment Informatics program are incredibly
fortunate. Engaging in intellectual pursuits with the utmost
support from the brilliant minds of both, the senseis and my
student peers, as well as the kindest staff, has been an
extraordinary privilege. My years at Tsukuba are unforgettable; the
lessons from this experience will guide me through life, as |
continue ahead. Beyond academics, | feel that this adventure has
prepared me to continue challenging myself in business and
further seek multicultural immersion. EMP has seen and shared
seminal moments of my life, and for that, | feel that we are a family.
I am incredibly grateful to all of you, and | hope that one day | can
give back to the world as much support and knowledge, as | have
received from you. On forward, | will remember that regardless of
how creative an inquiry might be, there will always be a way to
"Datalyze". Keep imagining the future, empowering the world with
your inventions, augmenting, supplementing, and harmonizing.
Thank you for everything!!!!
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As we strive to shed light in the mechanisms that make us function as
humans, and to create technologies that will supplement and enhance
that functionality, it is necessary to combine knowledge from several
disciplines. The program in Empowerment Informatics has been a great
opportunity to both broaden my knowledge in multiple areas, whilst
acquiring the specialized knowledge required to design and implement my
ideas. During my PhD, | collaborated with professionals in Artificial
Intelligence, Virtual Reality, Robotics, Psychology, and Design. These
collaborations allowed me to achieve high quality research, and are the
main advantage of Empowerment Informatics over traditional PhD
programs. Therefore, | encourage EMP students to collaborate with each
other, and to enrich their research with points of view outside their own
expertise. Thanks for your attention. | hope you're doing well. Please send
all my regards and apologies to the EMP staff and professors.
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| started a Ph.D. course in Empowerment Informatics in April 2018. An interdisciplinary approach, an experimental curriculum and a
supportive research environment brought me here from South Korea. My main research goal is to help people who need
psychological support in areas including visual perceptual processing, emotional awareness, and social interaction. In particular, | am
interested in detecting specific behaviors in humans and providing for their special needs. One focus of my research is interventions
for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder. In this research, | am finding ways to help individuals by grasping each person’s

difficulties and giving appropriate treatments. To achieve my research objective, | am adopting various approaches ranging from

psychology, which was my major, to science and engineering. | think that we can help more people in more efficient and sophisticated ways with science and

technology. Here | expect to see the world from a new perspective which can lead to a deep insight for my research to make the world better.
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The summer workshop “Vitality & the city” was successfully held in various
spaces of the city of Eindhoven, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands. It was an
incredible opportunity for working in solutions that tackle problems related
to vitality with a multi-cultural/ multi-disciplinary team during a short
period of time.

In my case, | was involved in the development of a system proposal for
empowering Physical Education (PE) teachers, taking into consideration the

real needs of PE professionals and the effect of physical education on
children’s development. The workshop required speed, prototyping skills and effective
brainstorming process, giving the perfect chance for taking to the limit our communication and
planning abilities. | am sure that the multiple group discussions and speed presentations we
experienced during this intense workshop will translate in personal and professional growth for all
the participants, and the activity as a whole will serve for deepening the relationship between
Noord-Brabant and the Tsukuba region as innovation hubs from both Japan and the Netherlands.
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