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Karlos Ishac

I recently graduated from the EMP Program in 2020 and obtained a PhD in Human Informatics. Since then | have landed a position as a Postdoctoral Researcher
at The University of Technology Sydney and have also continued to scale my startup company internationally.

The broad range of interdisciplinary skills and experience that EMP provided me with really supported me with career opportunities as both an academic and
entrepreneur. From learning first hand about cybernics technologies at the Tsukuba University Hospital, to performing experiments in zero-gravity at Nagoya
airport — the program was truly educational, skill-building and unique. It masterfully blended elements of engineering, science, arts and psychology into a
single program. Each pathway to graduation is tailored to a student’s research interests and the various electives allow for both exploring other fields or
focusing on individual interests. In my case, | mainly focused on engineering subjects around the cybernics and medical fields as these were my main interests
for my PhD and Tsukuba University had a great reputation in these areas.

The EMP Program provided me with several unique opportunities to further my scientific knowledge and global leadership skills. Lab Rotation allowed me to
see first hand what other labs in Social Sciences and Computer Vision were like and also helped me learn new techniques for my own research. Project Based
Research gave me an idea of how it is like to work in an interdisciplinary team to develop global problem-solving technologies within a research or industrial
environment. Business Placement allowed me to focus on building my own startup Lifeform Al by travelling to China to setup manufacturing as well as going to
Australia for business networking and startup exhibitions.

| felt like EMP was going beyond a traditional PhD in the sense that | was learning more real-world and global leadership skills while having the privilege to
explore other fields of research. All the activities within the program allowed me to develop and refine my interdisciplinary skillset, research abilities and
business expertise to provide me with several career pathways after graduation. | highly recommend the EMP Program to students who wish to develop their
research and interdisciplinary abilities while becoming the global leaders of the future.
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| came to the Empowerment Informatics (EMP)
program because | want to be a global
technician in the future. Since | want to do
research that allows people to see virtual 3D

models in the real world, which is in line with

one of emp's concepts "expansion of human
functions", | believe that my research will be enhanced through the EMP course. The
most fascinating part of this program was Project Base Research, a team-based
research project with an open theme, where we could brainstorm and implement
some interesting ideas with our team members. During this research, we not only
learned and investigated a lot of new knowledge to implement some functions, but
also improved our group cooperation skills, which will be very helpful for our future

jobs.
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